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Objective questions for the Art institute of Chicago, Spring 2001:
1. Two Part objective: A) Identify one realistic and one abstract paining, make sure and include the name of the artist, and the title of the artwork. B) In a detailed description of each work discuss the elements of the visual arts used by each artist.

Abstract: Pablo Picasso “Daniel-Henery Kahnweiler” 1910. Picasso uses geometric shapes like squares and triangles and rotates them every which way to create an abstract look at a man. You can make out things from these geometric shapes like the mans face, hands, and the man’s briefcase. The brief case is symbolic of Daniel-Henry Kahnweiler’s career of being a famous German stockbroker. Color and texture were show in this pieces shadows that gave me the “willies.” Also the energy in this piece is directed to the face of the subject. 

Realistic: Camille Pissarro “The Crystal Palace.” This look at London uses color to describe it’s buildings size and shape. This piece uses focus to look at the people as well as energy as the people are portrayed walking down the road. The road is used as space and point of view because of its tendency of making you look down a road as if you were walking down it. 

2. Find Seurat’s “Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte.” In style, how is this painting unique in the way the colors are created (view the painting from a distance and close-up)? From your close observations, describe the pointillistic technique used to create this style. 

Technique – Dots are presented by touching the brush to the canvas and with these thousands of dots we can observe objects such as people, dresses, and umbrella’s. 

The colors are produced by many colors mixing together and from far away you see one color. For example the woman directly in the middle of the paining has a red shirt, at least that is what we observe from far away. As we walk closer to the painting we realize that her shirt is actually made out of orange, red, brown, blues, and even a little white. 

It is an amazing piece because it is two different paintings: one from when you’re far away and another when you look at it closer up to the canvas. 

3. Find and view Georgia O’Keefe’s paintings. A) What in general is her subject matter? B) Explain how her work is realistic, abstract, or both. 

Georgia O’Keefe painted most nature settings (landscape) and flowers. I believe her paintings to be realistic and abstract. Although she is painting just flowers, there is more to it, its abstract. Looking deeply into her paintings I found meaning like in “Black cross, New Mexico.” It was a realistic piece because it was a beautiful landscape. As I analyzed it more I realized other meanings like it could be Jesus cross. Then again, could it just be a fence? 

4. Choose a work in which color is the dominant element. How does it impact you? Why do you think it has this impact on you?

Joan Miro’s “Woman,” October 1934. The colors drew my attention, pastel green, bright orange, light yellow and bluish hew, all mixed in with dark colors like black, purple and brown creating a crazy cartoon looking beast which happened to be called “Woman.” It impacted me because I found it odd that Joan would draw such a horrific figure to describe her sex. Why did she not draw a man who looks so horrific? It caught me off guard because it varies from my usual sight of how I thought women are portrayed in Art. 

5. See Last Page. 

6. Find a work form your “greatest hits” list (on the back of the itinerary) and describe the work in the following ways: A) content B) visual elements (vocabulary list) C) personal reaction.

Andy Worhol’s “Mao” is a portrait of the Chinese mid 20’Th century leader “Mao”. It was not a ordinary portrait, however, it was a abstract look at Mao. 

Color was used to emphasize mockery making Mao’s cheeks bright red. Energy was portrayed in the dullness and stereotypical American view of Red China. Worhal has a pattern with all of the Mao paintings he did, almost all of them have different colors adding to Mao’s suit. I believe that Warhol implemented a symbol of Red China in Mao’s bright red cheeks. 

I really liked the painting of Mao. It caught my attention because of the size of the painting and I could understand the intension of work through Warhol’s use of colors. 

